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Introduction:
Wonnarua Aboriginal Tribe

Before European Settlement in Australia the Wonnarua Koori People occupied
most of the Hunter Valley Region.

The Wonnarua people define their Country into known Tribal and Clan
Territories, Where particular groups of Wonnarua are connected to certain
areas of land by Totem Ancestors, Tribal Ceremonies, Language and Law.

Some aspects of these are shared by neighbouring Aboriginal people such as the
Darkinjung, Worimi, Kamilaroi and the Wiradjuri Tribes.

The Tribal group I belong to are known as the Gringai Clan and are a part of the
Wonnarua people in general.

My clan group concentrated along the Allen and Paterson Rivers and stretched
over towards St Clair and the Singleton District.

My Descendant Group was responsible to maintain the country on the South to
South Eastern side of the Barrington Tops and associated Rivers and Valleys,
which run into the Hunter Valley.
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The other clan groups of the Wonnarua are the Geé—Wegal, Gundiga
Tullong Murrawon and possibly the Awabakal on the coast around
Newcastle.

Early explorers in the Region noted that there were many large camps of
Aboriginal people in the Area.

The same explorers numbered the population of Aboriginal people to be
around 8oo to 9oo living in the District.

But in actual fact this number is a low estimate mainly because the local
people usually hide themselves from being discovered by the early
explorers.

A truer more accurate estimation would be more than 3 to 4 thousand
people living within the Wonnarua Country.

This study is a first draft look at the tribal Boundaries based on historical

research and consultation with other Tribal Groups and elders and
known information regarding where the clans and tribes interacted
with each other.
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dowe’s Journey, Windsor to Hunter River.

1aue ungiuwl 1S 1N Toe Matenell Labrary, Sydney.
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Homesteads where Aboriginal
campedivorked in pastoral industry

Ceremonial grounds.

Sites mentioned in historical sources as.
occupied or important o Aboriginal

Belitrees
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Map 3:

Tindale's estimate of
Wiradjuri boundaries

from Tindale 1974
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This picture was taken south of the village of Wingen at the top of the Hunter
Valley and shows a mythological natural feature with local story’s attached to

the mountain.
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A closer picture shows the imagine of a woman sitting back and looking
- back down the valley .
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This picture was taken on the Liverpool range next to the old highway looking
east across the township of Murrurundi.
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