
The Wonnaura
Koori's



Introduction:

Wonnarua  Aboriginal Tribe

Before European Settlement in Australia the Wonnarua Koori People occupied 
most of the Hunter Valley Region.

The Wonnarua people define their Country into known Tribal and Clan 
Territories, Where particular groups of Wonnarua are connected to certain 
areas of land by Totem Ancestors, Tribal Ceremonies, Language and Law.

Some aspects of these are shared by neighbouring Aboriginal people such as the 
Darkinjung, Worimi, Kamilaroi and the Wiradjuri Tribes. 

The Tribal group I belong to are known as the Gringai Clan and are a part of the 
Wonnarua people in general.

My clan group concentrated along the Allen and Paterson Rivers and stretched 
over towards St Clair  and the Singleton District. 

My Descendant Group was responsible to maintain the country on the South to 
South Eastern side of the Barrington Tops and associated Rivers and Valleys, 
which run into the Hunter Valley.



The other clan groups of the Wonnarua are the Gea-Wegal, Gundigal  
Tullong  Murrawon and possibly the Awabakal on the coast around 
Newcastle.

Early explorers in the Region noted that there were many large camps of 
Aboriginal people in the Area.

The same explorers numbered the population of Aboriginal people to be 
around 800 to 900 living in the District.

But in actual fact this number is a low estimate mainly because the local 
people usually hide themselves from being discovered by the early 
explorers.

A truer more accurate estimation would be more than 3 to 4 thousand 
people living within the Wonnarua Country.

This  study is a first draft look at the tribal Boundaries based on historical 
research and consultation with other Tribal Groups and elders and 
known information regarding where the clans and tribes interacted 
with each other.



This is a map of the Hunter Region with the names of some of the Tribal 
groups that were recorded in the early 18th Century, as you can see there are 
no boundaries on this map. Some of this information is not factual and is 
based upon non-Aboriginal accounts, written by early Settlers.    



This is an Ariel photograph of the Hunter Region outlining the Tribal groups 
surrounding the Wonnarua Homeland, these boundaries are rough estimates 
of the original homelands, the Tribal groups names are correct, not to sure 
about the boundaries and would recommend  further  discussion with the 
other tribal neighbours to firm up boundaries


